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How do bed bugs reproduce?
Male and Female bed bugs mate by what is called traumatic insemination. The traumatic insemination takes place by basically
stabbing the female’s abdomen with a specialized hardened reproductive organ. The fertilization can take place at any location
on the abdomen and the male’s gametes will travel to her ovaries or reproductive gametes. Once fertilization occurs the
female contains viable eggs for 5-7 weeks. After three or so days of feeding, the female begins to lay eggs. As the female lays
eggs, she continues to feed. She can produce an average of 3-8 eggs a week. The eggs hatch and immediately feed.

Female bed bugs are capable of laying as many as twelve eggs each day after being fertilized and having a proper blood
meal. They are deposited in small cracks and crevices along bed frames, baseboards, and carpet linings. The female lays the
eggs with an adhesive layer to assure that the eggs will stay in place. The baby bed bugs will hatch from the eggs in around
six to seventeen days. The young emerge and immediately begin to feed or search for food. Nymphs and adults are able to
survive long periods of time without food. Bed bugs usually live for a year to a year and a half. Three or more generations can
occur each year.

To stop bed bug reproduction, use an IGR (insect growth regulator). For bed bugs, we specifically recommend using Gentrol
IGR. 
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https://www.domyown.com/growth-regulators-igrs-c-237.html
https://www.domyown.com/gentrol-igr-concentrate-p-211.html
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