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MANAGEMENT

In urban and suburban areas tree squirrels are difficult to control because of their great mobility and because many people
feed and provide nest boxes for the squirrels in order to encourage their presence. It is relatively easy to keep squirrels out of
buildings, but keeping them out of a yard or garden is a continuous challenge.

View all Squirrel Control products

Monitoring Guidelines

The detection of tree squirrels is fairly easy because they are active during daylight hours and are highly visible. If tree
squirrels visit your garden or yard on a regular basis, it is likely that damage will occur at certain stages of crop development,
particularly with fruit and nut crops. If squirrels are seen in your trees, some kind of preventive action should be taken;
squirrels can strip a tree of its crop in a short time.

Habitat Modification
Trees that overhang roofs or are close to telephone lines should be cut back to slow the movement of squirrels about the yard.
Anything that can be done to make a garden less attractive to squirrels is helpful.

Exclusion

Screening or blocking all potential entrance sites such as small gaps under the eaves, overlapping roof sections, and
knotholes, can prevent tree squirrel access to buildings. Because they often travel on overhead telephone lines, power lines,
and fence tops, they frequently find entrances at about these heights. When even a small opening is found, they can enlarge it
by gnawing. In the absence of an obvious entrance, they can gnaw and create an entrance into an attic. Sheet metal or 1/4-
inch wire hardware cloth are suitable materials for closing entrances. When closing entry routes, be sure you havenit screened
an animal inside the building. One way to test whether any squirrels are left is to plug the entrance with a loose wad of
newspaper; if any remain inside they will remove the plug to get out.

It is virtually impossible to keep squirrels out of fruit or nut trees because of their superb climbing and jumping ability.
Sometimes if there are other unprotected fruit or nut trees available to the squirrels, you can protect the crop of a single tree by
netting it as you would to exclude depredating birds. While squirrels can readily gnaw through the plastic netting, they may not
persist if sufficient alternative food is easily available.

Squirrels can be discouraged from digging up newly seeded or established crops by covering the rows with cagelike
freestanding covers made of one-inch hexagon chicken wire.

If squirrels are present around bird feeders, they are usually able to raid them and steal the food. Numerous devices and
methods are commercially available from specialty catalogs for physically excluding tree squirrels from feeders; some of these
work better than others. Tree squirrels are amazingly clever and agile so just about any feeder is susceptible.

Trapping

Several types of kill traps are useful for tree squirrel removal, but they must be set in a way that will not accidentally trap
nontarget animals, including pets. This can be accomplished by placing the trap in a tree, or on a rooftop, and/or inside a box
or wire cage with entrances no larger than three inches in diameter. Remember, only eastern fox tree squirrels can be killed
without a hunting license or permit.

All-metal tunnel or tube-type traps are becoming more popular for killing eastern fox tree squirrels. The design of these traps
affords good protection to larger nontarget animals, and the trapped animal remains partially out-of-sight.

Several choker-type box traps are sold for removing tree squirrels. They look similar to those used for trapping pocket gophers
except that the triggers are often reversed so that the bait must be pulled to activate instead of pushed, as is the case with
pocket gopher traps. In fact, modifying certain wooden choker-type gopher traps can make a tree squirrel trap. To modify a
gopher trap, lengthen the trigger slot with a rattail file so the trigger can swing unhindered and the squirrel can pass beneath
the unset trap. Remove the back and replace it with 1/4-inch mesh hardware cloth, which allows the squirrels to see the bait
from both ends but prevents access without passing through the trap. For a dual-trap assembly, place two box traps back-to-
back and secure them to a board.

Before placing traps, determine the squirrels' travel routes and locate traps in or as close to them as possible. Trees and
rooftops are often good locations for placement. Locate and secure traps so that they cannot be easily dislodged. Anchor them
with a wire or light chain so a predator cannot carry the trap and the catch away. Bait the traps but do not set them for several
days to allow the squirrels to steal the bait and become accustomed to the trap. Once the bait is regularly eaten, set the traps,
and rebait, tying the bait to the trigger with fine thread or string. Use rubber or plastic gloves when handling dead squirrels.
Place dead squirrels in a plastic bag and seal to confine any ectoparasites. The carcasses can then be discarded in a garbage
can.
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Sometimes ordinary rat snap traps are suggested for tree squirrels, but these are often not powerful enough to kill mature
squirrels and are best not used. There are other kill traps available for squirrel-sized animals, but these are not always sold
locally and may have to be ordered from a trapper supply firm.

Live-catch cage traps are also available, but once caught the squirrel must be disposed of, presenting a problem for some.
Remember, releasing an eastern fox tree squirrel elsewhere is illegal. Considering this problem, live-catch traps are not
recommended. A Kill trap is usually the most effective way to thin out the population, though new squirrels will move in to fill
the void. Trapping usually becomes an ongoing process once the neighborhood is populated with tree squirrels.

Other Control Methods

Although some chemical repellents are registered for use to keep tree squirrels out of an area, their effectiveness is
questionable. There are also repellents that are added to birdseed that are supposed to prevent squirrels from feeding on the
seeds, however, these, too, have shown little promise.

Tree squirrels quickly become habituated to visual or sound frightening devices and pay little attention to them after a couple of
days. A number of these devices are on the market, but none have proven very effective.

Where shooting is not prohibited, the eastern fox tree squirrel can be taken at close range with a pellet gun. Check with local
authorities to determine if this method is legal in your area.

Tree squirrels are quick to escape when pursued by predators. Some dogs that have full run of the yard will keep squirrels at
bay. Predators in urban and suburban areas generally have little effect on tree squirrel populations.
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